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WOMEN AND THE VSC  

This year marks an important milestone for women; not only does 2018 mark 100 years 
since women won the right to vote, but the 8th March is International Women’s Day. With 
help from Simon Spence, a former Support Services Director at the Club, who is currently 
reviewing the VSC archive, we explain a little about some of the important women who 
helped shape the VSC.   

Princess Beatrice 
  

(Paul Frecker, 19th Century Photography) 
 
Princess Beatrice was the fifth daughter and youngest child of Queen Victoria, and mother of 
the Marquess of Carisbrooke (after whom the Carisbrooke Hall is named).  Princess Beatrice 
was invited to become the Patroness of the Association and accepted in time for the 4th 
AGM on 29th December 1921.  Her support to the Association and Club in this role continued 
until ill-health prevented her from attendance at meetings; HRH presided over the AGMs 
from 1922 to 1938, but her son (the Association’s Chairman, Carisbrooke) reported to the 
meeting on 19th June 1939 that: “Owing to her great age, my mother finds it quite impossible 
for her to take part in any public duties now.”  HRH’s involvement with the Association had 
stretched from 1921 to 1938 and so included working alongside all of the key individuals in 
the Association and Club’s early history: original founders Major Haggard and James A 
Malcolm; Plumer (from 1925 to 1933); Allenby (1933 to 1936) and the first 3 years (1936-
1938) of Chetwode’s long association with the Club/Association.  During this period, HRH 
was actively engaged in raising the profile of the Association and its need for funds. The 
Albert Hall was booked by the Ladies’ Committee in 1929, for example, for a concert by the 
famous Austrian violinist and composer Fritz Kriesler, but it was ultimately cancelled 
because the associated fee - £1000, or £60,000 at 2017 prices - was too great.  Then in 
1933, HRH made a BBC broadcast appealing for clothing and financial help. Perhaps HRH’s 
most significant contribution to the growth of the Association and Club, was to ensure its 
status within the higher echelons of society at the time, and the greater likelihood as a result 
that individuals such as Plumer, Allenby and Chetwode were prepared to invest so much of 
their time and energy in it.   
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Countess Attlee 
  

 (© NPG) 
 
Violet Attlee was the wife of Clement Attlee who served as Prime Minister during 1945 to 
1951.  She served the Association and Club as President of the Ladies’ Committee during 
this time until resigning after her husband’s defeat to Churchill in October 1951, but agreed 
to remain thereafter as an ordinary member of the Committee.  The minute books record the 
Chairman at that time, The Marquess of Carisbrooke, stating that: “The Club owes much to 
Mrs Attlee’s work here and I cannot speak too highly of all she has done for us.” After her 
successor, the Marchioness of Carisbrooke, died in 1956, Mrs Attlee (by then Countess 
Attlee) once again took on the role of President of the Ladies’ Committee.  At the Council 
meeting on 18th June 1957, the Chairman “...had great pleasure in informing the Council that 
The Countess Attlee had accepted Presidency of the Ladies’ Committee.”  Following her 
death on 7th June 1964 and, at the Council meeting on 16th June 1964, the Council stood in 
her memory. Over a period of almost 20 years, she had demonstrated a keen willingness to 
be actively involved with the Club, despite the no doubt huge pressures on her time while the 
wife of the Prime Minister.  Club records include many hand-written notes between her and 
the Club’s leadership; many involve arrangements for an appeal under her name in 1948 to 
over 900 editors of London and provincial newspapers, and a reception she held at No 10 
Downing Street for the London Mayors to highlight the Club’s need for funds and seek 
contributions from their budgets.  The Ladies’ Committee under her was also very active with 
a range of other events including: a VE Day Jumble Sale on 10th May 1949, and Victory Ball 
in October 1949, an illustrated article in Picture Post, a broadcast about the Victory Club, 
and Bridge Drives.  This was of course a seminal period in the Club’s history as it identified, 
planned and paid for the relocation to its current site in Seymour Street.  It is clear Countess 
Attlee was energetic and dedicated in her support to the Club.   
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The Marchioness of Carisbrooke 
  

 (Wikipedia) 
 
The Marchioness was President of the Ladies’ Committee from late 1951 until her death in 
July 1956.  This, too, was a critical point in the development of the Club; it was operating 
successfully in Seymour Street by then, but the design and fundraising for the Memorial 
Wing on the blitzed adjacent site in Edgware Road was in full swing.   
  
The Chairman’s Statement for the year ending 31st March 1953 included reference to the 
£17,741 raised through appeals and events (£470,000 at 2017 prices).  The Ladies’ 
Committee organised a Victory (Ex-Services) Club stall at the International Exhibition and 
Sale at St James’ Palace for a number of years at that time and the minutes of the Council 
Meeting of 21st June 1955 include reference to the ‘great success’ of the event on 23rd-24th 
June 1954 when £6,000 was raised towards the Memorial Wing building fund.  The Ladies’ 
Committee also succeeded in securing a half share in the proceeds of the world premiere of 
the film ‘The Conqueror’ starring John Wayne, to be shown at the Odeon Theatre Marble 
Arch on 2nd February 1956 in the presence of HRH The Duchess of Gloucester who had 
‘graciously consented to attend’.  The event raised £1,084 for the Club (£25,000 at 2017 
prices) and, in addition, John Wayne generously donated his fee from the BBC for their 
coverage (a little under £12) and was sent a personal letter of thanks – addressed to ‘Mr 
Wayne’ – from the Marquess of Carisbrooke.  Incidentally, the film cost $6M to make and 
took $9M at the box office despite being ranked in subsequent polls as one of the worst films 
of the 1950s, if not ever! 
 
Another successful fund-raising annual event for the Marchioness’s Ladies’ Committee was 
the United Charities Fair held at Grosvenor House each November.  At the 1955 event, the 
Club raised £105 in sales and a further £155 in donations.  The Marchioness died on 16th 
July 1956, before the event in November 1956, but the level of donations increased 
dramatically to £863 (£20,479 at 2017 prices) as a tribute to the late Marchioness “...who 
had worked indefatigably on behalf of this Club for many years”.                
 

A large mural in the Carisbrooke Hall depicting a map of the world (shown in the photograph 
below) was funded by the Ladies’ Committee as a memorial to the Marchioness.  It was 
completed in October 1957 and ‘…a suitably worded plaque was placed nearby’.  The 
Marquess said in his annual Chairman’s Statement for the year ended 31st March 1958 that 
he ‘…was deeply touched by this generous tribute and I am sure that all her friends will feel 
happy in the knowledge that this permanent memorial to her exists in the Club which she 
loved so well.’          
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